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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the following information is brought to 
the Examiner's attention. 

British Patent Specification No. 1 573 175. 

European Patent Publication No. 0 271 046. This document was cited by the 
Examiner during prosecution of the parent application and was said to disclose "a 
carrier having joints connecting a pair of flanges." 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 10-288248. A discussion of 
relevance of this document is set forth on page one of the present application. An 
English-language abstract of this document is attached. 
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Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 7-133848. This documents 
discloses an integrally welded carrier with flanges. An English-language abstract of 
this document is attached. 

Japanese Patent Publication No. 59-126136. An English-language abstract 
of this document is attached. This document was cited by the Examiner during 
prosecution of the parent application and was said to disclose "a carrier having joints 
connecting a pair of flanges." 

Japanese Patent Publication No. 58-156773. An English-language abstract 
of this document is attached. This document was cited by the Examiner during 
prosecution of the parent application and was said to disclose "a carrier having joints 
connecting a pair of flanges." 

U.S. Patent No. 3,842,481. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,043,021. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,129,050. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,470,286. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,658,215. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,371,571. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,428,112. 

The following two documents were cited in a Search Report issued by the 
European Patent Office in connection with a corresponding foreign application. A 
copy of the Search Report is enclosed. 



Application No. Unassigned 
Attorney Docket No. 032218-018 

Page 3 



U.S. Patent No. 5,292,292. 

German Auslegeschrift No. 26 05 230. 

The foregoing documents were cited during prosecution of parent Application 
No. 09/783,992, filed February 16, 2001, which serves as the basis for a claim for 
priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 .20 in this application. In accordance with 
37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d) copies of the documents need not be provided. However, to 
assist the Examiner, copies of the non-U. S. patents are enclosed. 

To assist the Examiner in entering the foregoing information into the record, 
the above-noted documents are cited on the attached form PTO-1449 and copies of 
the documents are enclosed. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the foregoing information 
and to acknowledge such consideration by initialling, signing and returning the 
enclosed additional copy of form PTO-1449. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker, & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date: October 22, 2003 




Matthew L. Schneider 
Registration No. 32,814 



P. O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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